Lyndhurst & F:mcry Down & Minstead

Trustirgchrist - Transforming Community

Sunclay 5th Fcbruary 2012
Fd Sunday before Lent

Welcome to our gathering today!

If you wish to know more about the activities
of our churches, please talk to one of the
Welcomers, or call the Benefice Office

on 8028 2154.

Toclag’s Gathcrings (et Sunclag)

9.30 am Family Communion
All Saints
10.25 am  Prayers and Intercessions
The Lady Chapel, St Michael's
10.30 am  YouChurch
Christ Church
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Young
Church and Coffee
St Michael's

Today’s Collect

Almighty God, who alone can bring order
to the unruly wills and passions

of sinful humanity:
give your people grace
so to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,
that, among the many changes of this world,
our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God now and forever. Amen.

Toclay’s Rcadings
The Church: “Field/Garden of God”

Psalm 116. GNB OT 595
The Church today continues the ancient
thanksgiving praise of the Lord as we
assemble.

1 Corinthians 3. 1-9a. GNB NT 199
The Church is God’s Field, in which He calls
us to work together as His people, but He
brings the growth, not us!

Mark 4. 1-9. GNB NT 47
Seeds grain is planted to grow to produce
more grain, needing good soil, and growth!

Thought for this Week

The Church is God’s Field / garden

The term ‘field/garden’ for the people of God, the
church, is only used once in the whole Bible, but
agricultural/gardening metaphors are all around,
not least in Jesus’ teaching.

The Greek term Paul uses here, georgion, refers
not just to any field, but to a cultivated field, one
that is in active growth. The old fashioned term is
‘husbanded,” meaning to care for so as to produce
the best yield, of grain, veg, flowers, whatever.

In other words, God's field/garden is one where
the plants are being carefully looked after, not for
the sake of being looked after as such, but so that
they’ll produce a harvest, a crop, more grain,
flowers, fruit. It’s all about multiplication,
abundance, reproduction, in a word, growth!
Thus the sign of a healthy church is one which is
in growth. The growth is not in the gift of the
workers in the field: we prepare the ground (which
God provides), sow the seed (which God
provides), and water the plants (who provides the
water?). It is God who brings the growth. It is God
who is the husbandman, the gardener.

Once again its all about God. We co-operate with
each other, you and me, not squabbling but
working together in God’s field/garden, which is
what we are, so He can produce the growth
amongst and within you and me, us.

He looks after us precisely so we can grow,
blossom, fruit, not stay the same.

What then is the essential vision for us as a
church, God’s Field; God's Garden? To GROW!
How do we do this? Work together (I sow, you
water) and Trust Christ to bring the transformation:
in-out-up! There it is again!)

As St Adomnan said, 'The kingdom of God does
not consist in the exuberance of eloquence, but in
the flowering of faith.'

Intercessions

We thank God for those who have recovered from
illness or distress.

In Jesus’ name, we pray healing for those who
suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and for those who
care for them, especially this week:

Freda Prangnell, Samuel Cooper, Clive Tibbles,
Penny Hastings, Jane Wheeler, Irene Gamble,
Tessa, Jean and David Stitchcombe,
Vanessa and John, Anthony Taplin, Walter Smith,
Robert Mclntosh, Derek and Beatrice Kent,
Pauline Hiscock, Thursa Johnson, Peter Pearson,
Tom Bennison, Michael Hall and Joan Harrison.
We remember all who have died recently, and
pray for their families in their bereavement, that
they will know the Father's healing presence
Margaret Keddle, Andrea Caprice, Kay King
Rima Jenkins and Jenna Dixon.



The Week Ahead

Mon 6 7.30 R&R Fundraising meeting
St Michael's
Tues7 7.15 Home Group
Whinwood, Beaulieu Road
Wed 8 10.30 Holy Communion
Nondescripts Club
11.00 Bellringing
All Saints
2.00 Memorial Service for
Eileen Alleyne
All Saints
7.15 Choir Practice
All Saints
7.45 St Michael's Band Practice
52 The Meadows
Thurs 9 8.50 DIDO Coffee
St Michael's
9.00 Morning Prayer
Christ Church
7.00 Bellringing
All Saints
7.30 Home Group in church
All Saints
Fri10 7.00 Archeology Talk and
Exhibition with refreshments
St Michael's

Gathcrings and Rcaclings for
ncxtSunclay, 122t f‘cbruary

(2 Sundag before Lent)
The Church: “Family of God”
8.00 am Holy Communion
St Michael's
9.30 am Holy Communion
Christ Church

10.25 am  Prayers and Intercessions
The Lady Chapel, St Michael's
10.30 am  Coffee then Morning Worship

and Young Church

St Michael's
10.30 am  All Age Worship

All Saints
6.00 pm Evensong

All Saints
Hosea 1.1-2.1. GNB OT 851
Hebrews 2. 11-18. GNB NT 265
John 1. 1-13. GNB NT 112

Notices

St Michael & All Angels

Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Supper

Tuesday 21* February 2012

Lyndhurst Community Centre

Supper, Quiz and Raffle

£6 per ticket (£4 under 10s)

Arrive from 6:30pm for 7pm meal

Tickets available from Suzanne Middleton:
02380 292414

Basics Bank

Thank you to all who are contributing. Please
keep it going. Diana . 8028 4648.

Lifts to St Michael's

Are you able to give a lift to someone who
finds it difficult to get to our Sunday services?
If so please contact Peggy 8028 2378 or Diana
8028 4648. Thank you.

Pastoral Visits and Home Communion

If you would value a visit for prayer, or to receive
Holy Communion at home, or if you know
someone who is having a difficult time, then
please ring:

Peggy Nicholls on 8028 2378 or the Parishes
Office on 8028 2154 One of our team of trained
Lay Pastors or the Vicar will be glad to call or visit.

There will be a prayer gathering at 10.25 on
Sundays in the Lady Chapel at St Michael's

starting today.

Please join us for intercessions and prayers

prior to the service.

Archcologg Talk and Exhibition

Donations in aid of St Michael's Restoration
and Renewal.

This Friday 10™ February at 7.00 in St
Michael's.

Drinks and Nibbles

Please join us.




