Notices

Posies for Mothering Sunday

The children will be making these in school
from 9.30 on Friday 12" March.
If you can help please come along.
They would be very grateful.

St Michael's Young Church

Children and Young People

We would love you to join in our
Young Church activities today.
We leave the service after the second hymn.
For further information on Young Church please
contact Alison on 023 8028 2587

St Michael’'s Worship in Music Group

Wanted: Talent!

Can you sing or play an instrument?
Please speak to Helen 07884 335 050
Or come along on Wednesday
You’'d be very welcome.

“Season of Renewal” Lent Course

You are warmly invited to
“Whinwood”, Beaulieu Road
on Tuesday 9" March at 7.15 pm
“All things new — growing as individuals”
For further details David and Peggy 8028 3154

Two and a half loaves and one fish

Our Lent course continues on Thursday, 11"
March at 7.30pm at Allum Green Farm
The group provides opportunities to share God’s
word and our faith; be encouraged in our daily
living; benefit from pastoral support and share in
prayer and friendship.

Confirmation

If you are interested in exploring
Confirmation in the Church of England
please get in touch
023 8028 2154
benefice@ newforestparishes.com

Easter Flowers in St Michael's

Easter and Lilies go together and again this Easter
we are inviting you to sponsor a Lily in memory of
a loved one. The cost of a lily is £3. If you are
interested contact Doreen Elsey on 8028 2667.

Coffee @ Christ Church

A friendly get-together, weekly on Wednesdays
10.30am — 12.30pm from 17th March
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Lyndhurst & Emery Down & Minstead

Diocese of Winchester: “Making and Growing Disciples”

Sunday 7" March 2010
3" Sunday of Lent

Welcome to our gathering today!
If you wish to know more about the activities
of our churches,
please talk to one of the welcomers,
or call the Benefice Office on 023 8028 2154

Today’s Gatherings (1% Sunday)

8.00 am Holy Communion

St Michael’s, James

Holy Communion

St Michael’s, Rev Colin Pontin
Holy Communion

Christ Church, Rev Jim Harper
Family Holy Communion & TDB
All Saints, James

New Wine Celebration Service

St Saviour’s, Brockenhurst

10.30 am

7.00 pm

Today’s Collect

Almighty God,
whose most dear son went not up to joy
but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was
crucified:
mercifully grant that we,
walking in the way of the cross,
May find it none other than
the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

T oday’s Readings

Isaiah 55:1-13 Pew Bible OT 707
God, who is in every way far above mortals, calls
the people of Israel to himself, inviting them to
revel in his generous goodness.

1 Corinthians 10:1-14 Pew Bible NT 205
The Apostle Paul uses the Israelites’ journey
through the wilderness as a picture of his
Corinthian readers’ Christian pilgrimage.

Luke 13:1-9 Pew Bible NT 93
Jesus uses the stories of two recent incidents,
followed by a parable, to call his hearers to true
repentance.




A respected Christian has been on an
unexpectedly long business trip. He finally walks
into the priest’s house and confesses. He has met
an old flame. Twenty years earlier, in his youthful,
passionate obedience to God, he had broken the
relationship because she did not share his faith.
Now, in spite of his marriage and children, his
middle-aged faith is not up to the challenge.
“Break with her,” says the priest, “go back to your
family.” “I know that’s what | should do,” replies
the man, “I’'m miserable and sorry but | can’t and |
won’t leave her.”

Everyone ends up hurt. In the words of today’s
Gospel everyone experiences a degree of
“perishing” due to “sin” from which there is no
real “repentance”.

This man who had plainly done wrong and caused
suffering. We could discuss the surrounding
circumstances and rights and wrongs of the case,
but like Jesus, let’s eschew academic debate and
judgement on others and simply say, “This man
was not especially sinful; but unless we repent we
will perish as he did.”

This Lent, while we have time, let’s take some of
that time to review our lives and meet with God in
repentance. Not that we should wallow in our
own inadequacy, but rather seek a purer, holier
life. As Isaiah says, “Seek the Lord while he may be
found, call upon him while he is near” (Isaiah
55:6).

Prayer Point for this Week

How about reducing spending
(luxury foods etc )
to increase giving?

Pastoral Visits and Home Communion

If you would value a visit from church, or to
receive Communion at home, please ring:
Peggy Nicholls on 8028 2378
or the Parishes Office on 8028 2154

Two Saints

This month we are especially collecting:
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
If you have items to donate

and can’t get along to church, please call:
Mark Abbott 8028 2562 (Minstead)
David Gasson 8076 8909 (Lyndhurst)
Victoria Edwards 8028 3507 (Emery Down)
Toiletries and Welcome Packs are always needed.

The Week Ahead

Tues 9" Mar 8.50 DIDO Coffee
St Michael’s
3.00 R& R Meeting
St Michael’s
7.15 Home Group Lent Course
Whinwood, Beaulieu Road
Wed 10" Mar 9.00 Benefice Prayers
St Michael’s
10.30 Lent Course / Coffee
Nondescripts Club
11.00 Bell Ringing
All Saints
7.15 Choir Practice
All Saints
Thur 11™ Mar 9.00 Morning Prayer
Christ Church
7.00 Bell Ringing
St Michael’s
7.00 Band Rehearsal
St Michael’s
7.30 Home Group
Allum Green Farm

Gatherings and Readings
for next Sunday 14" March

Mothering Sunday
(2" Sunday)

10.30 am Service for Mothering Sunday
St Michael’s, James
YouChurch

Christ Church, LWL’s

Service for Mothering Sunday

All Saints, LWL’s

Exodus 2. 1-10. GNB OT 55
1 Corinthians 1. 1-17. GNB NT 197
Luke 2. 22-35 GNB NT 73

The Benefice Office

Is open on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday from 10am to 2pm 8028 2154
benefice@newforestparishes.com
Please send items for the weekly sheet by
Thursday




March 2010

We thank God for many answered prayers and
blessings, especially for those who have
recovered from illness or distress...

In Jesus’ name, we pray healing for those who
suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially:

Libby ( Millie’s friend ), Elsie Webb, Angela Holder,
Norman Turner, Tamist Ringrose,

Diana Savill, (Joan Pritchard’s daughter )
Elizabeth (Sally Frost’s daughter),
Donald Hay (Pat Broderick,s brother),
Imogen and Thomas, Audrey, Baby Benedict,
Douglas Nicholson, Mary Witt, Jasmine,
Bruce and Alice, Alan Meek,

Martin Middlebrook and family,

Peter Strange, Adam, Carol Knott, Liz Green,
David Jeffrey, Pat Walsh, Lesley Hancock,
Mary Veal, Anita, Betsy Slade, Bonnie Hibberd,
Pearl Ruffell, Janet Lenaerts,
Madeleine Worgan, Mollie Nichols,
Frances Nicolaisen, Anthony Taplin
and Margaret Menzies.

and we pray for all those who care for them.

We remember all who have died recently, and
pray for their families in their bereavement, that
they will know the Father's healing presence.
Ed, Shirley Holmes and Ann Locke.

Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose
wrongs are pardoned.

Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse
of doing wrong and who is free from all deceit.

Those who trust in the Lord are protected by his
constant love.

You that are righteous be glad and rejoice because
of what the Lord has done.

You that obey him shout for joy.

Psalm 32
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